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A 
Preach'd before the h 


Right Honourable Lord Perre.. 
On Paſſion-Sunday April the 1ſt, 1688. . 


—C 
* 


St. John chap. 8. ver. 46. 


Quis ex vobis arguet me de peccato * 
Who of yon ſhall accuſe me of fin ?. 


HE Stubborn and Ungrateful Few, . 
whomall the Favours and Miracles of 
Heaven.could never endear unto his 
God, evenafter his prodigious delive- - 
rance from Egyptian Slavery, and 
drowning of his Enemtes in the Red. 
Sea, fill murmurs againſt his Leaders, and ſtill turns 1- - 
—dolater to his Maker. And does his Patient God for- 
bear? Does he extend his. Mercies? Strange Patience ! 5; peu; ditexic + 
unheard of Clemency ! He ſends his only begotten Son »wndm ur fili- 
into the World, toguide, inſtruQ, and give the know. 7 /awm ume = 
ledge of Salvation to his People, thinking they would 5e.cop.3;v.16. 
reſpeCt him, embrace his DoEtrine, ,obey his Commands, 
follow his Counſels, and imitate his Vertues. Perebuntur 
Filinum meum. They will reverence my Son. St. Matth. 
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Chap. 21. v. 37. In vain my God in vain. He derides his 
Innocency, he ſcoffs at his Sanity, he ſcorns his Ver- 
tue, perſecutes his Juſtice, condemns his Doctrine as er- 
roneous, and obſtinately declares he will not follow it. 
Recede 4 nobis, ſcientiam viarum tuarum nolumus. - De- 
part from us, we will not the knowledge of thy ways, Job 
chap. 21. v. 14, Though each Paragraph of the Law tile 
him Holy, all the Prophets:celebrate him as a Juſt Man, 
all the antient Figures repreſent him innocent, though 
the Angel proclaim him Saviour of the world, though 
the Eternal God name him the Beloved of his Heart, rho? 
the People reverence him as a Prophet, Hic et 7e/us Pro- 
pheta. This is Jeſus the Prophet, St. Matth. chap. 21. v.11. 
and declare he had done all things well, tho' the Devils 
adore him as Son of God, in fine, tho' convinced by all 
the Oracles of Scripture, and his own Broad Seal of Mi- 
racles, that he is the true Mg#as and Saviour of the 
World, yet he will not receive him. MNolumus hunc 
regnare ſuper nos. We will not have this Man reign over 
us, St. Luke chap. 19. v. 15. So little impreſſion can the 
Preaching, Example, and Miracles of an Incarnate Dei- 
ty work upon his Stony Heart. But what ? ſhall his 
atibornes conquer the Almighty, and Impiety baniſh 
Vertue in ſpight of Heaven? No. The God of Inno- 
cency, the Author of SanCtity, Divine Truth, and great 
Champion of Vertue, Chrift Jeſus, makes a ſolemn 
Challenge to day, in the face of Fern/alem, to his impla- 
cable Enemies the High Prieſts, Scribes, and Phariſees, 
in vindication of the Innocency of his Life, the SanCtity 
of his Manners, and Infallibility of his Heavenly Do- 
Arine. Secure then of his own Innocency, and full of 


Godlike Majeſty, he aſſaults them with a Quis ex 


wobis, &c. Who of you ſhall accuſe me of fn? He dares 
them toſhew wherein he has offended. Tell me, have 
I finned againſt my God or my Neighbour ? Have I not 


obſerved tie great Commandements towards them _ R 
ove 
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Lowe thy God above all things, and thy neighbour as thy 


ſelf? Tell me in what have T tranſgreſſed ? Havel ever 


violated the leaſt [ofa, the leaſt title of the Law Divine, 
or Human ? I have Preached in your Synagogues, I have 
{poke openly ; examin my Doctrine, if it be not coherent 
with the Law and Prophets, if it be not Divine, if 1t 
be not from God, I have taught daily in the Temple, 
in your hearing, ſhew me a word that I have not confire 
med by the brighteſt evidence of irrefragable Miracles. 
QOuis ex vobis ?! Who of you ſhall accuſe me of ſin? Can 
your Cz2/ars? Can your Herods ? Have T not punCtually 
obey'd their Orders ? Have I not paid them Tribute with 
all exaQtneſs? Havel not given ſtrict command to all 
my Followers, next unto God to give Czar his due ? 
Quis ex vobis ? &c. Who of you? && Can your High 
Prieſts ? Have I not commanded ReſpeCt and Obedience 
to the Chair of Moſes? Can the Sinner or Publican ? 
Havel not been zealous for his Eternal Salvation? Did 
I not daily invite him to Repentance, offer him Pardon, 
and promiſe him eternal Reward in the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven ? Ask Matthewthe Publican, demand of Magaalez 
the Sinner, put the query to S;»-0z and Zachens. Quis ex 
vobis ? Can the Married ? I have honoured their ſtate 
with my Preſence, and confirmed it by Miracle. Can 
the Widdows ? I have ſupplied their wants by my Pro- 
phets, commanded them to be honoured by my Apo- 
{tles, and my {elf have raiſed their dead to comfort them 
in Aﬀflictions. Ask the Widdow Woman of Sarepta, go 
to the Gates of Naum, and you will hear and ſee the 
cleareſt demonſtrations. Can the Virgin? I have e- 
qualled her condition to the ſublime degree of Angels. 
Can your Children ? They were the boſom darlings of 
my Heart, and I have entailed Heaven upon them for 
their Inheritance, Sznite parvulos venire ad me. Suffer 
the little Children to come unto me, St, Math. chap. 19.0.14. 
Can the Hungry Multitude ? I fed them in the Deſart by 

Prodigies, 


(6) 


Prodigies. Can the Sick, Impriſoned, Lame, Leprous, - 


Paralytick, orPoſſeſſed ? Havel not viſited them, cured 
their Infirmities, caſt out Devils? What more ? Of m 
Deeds the Dumb ſpeak, the Blind ſee them, the Deaf hear 


'em,and the Dead can give you Intelligence of them. Quzs. 


ex vobis, 8c. Who of you ſhall accuſe me of ſin ? In fine, he 
laysopen the truth ſo clear before their eyes,that they could 


have no excuſe for not-embracing it. Sz; oz weniſſem, 


& locutus cis fuiſſem, peccatum non haberent : nunc autem 
excuſationem non habent. If T had not come, and ſpoken to 
them, they ſhould not have ſin, but now they have 
0 excuſe for their ſin, St. Fohza chap. 15.v. 22. And then 
demands. . S; veritatem dico vobis, quare non creditis mi- 


hi ? If 1 ſay the truth why do you not believe me ? St. John 


chap. 8, v, 47. But what return ?- The People indeed, 
raviſhed with the reſplendent truthr of his Heavenly Do. - 


Etrine, applaud him with a Nenquam fic locutns eft homo. 
Never did man ſpeak as this Man, St. John chap. 7. wv. 47. 
yet the proud and haughty Phariſee, having nothing but 


meer Negatives to oppoke, .impudently Blaſphemes, Nos 


ſeimus quia hic homo peceator eft. We know that this man is 
a finer, St. Fohn 9. 24. and conſequently his DoQtrine 
cannot be true, which filling the Fews with Envy, they 


take up Stones like unto their Hearts to throw at him. 


Tulerunt ergo lapides ut jacerent in eum. They took Stones 
therefore to caſt at him, St. Fohn chap. 8: v. 59; call a 
Council and Condema the Innocent, Revs ef 
mortis. He is guilty of death, St» Math. 26. chap. v. 66. 
Ch. Aud. T will not waſt-my Time, nor your devout 


Attention, in accuſing the ſtubborn Few of Sin, for re- 


jefting the Divine call of his Me#as ; I leave it to that 
dreadful day, when he ſhall ſee him whom he Crucifiet 


coming in the Clouds with Majeſtie.There is a Chriſtian - 


Jew, I mean the obſtinate Sinner, (for ſo he is, and fo T 
call um) whom I accule, 


Firſt, 


(79 
. Firſt, of a horrible Sin, in lighting: the Inſpirations 
-and Graces of Almighty God, that .daily invite him to 
Repentance- | 
Secondly, I will demonſtrate the evident danger he 
uts the Eternal Salvation of his Soul in, by deterring 
1s Converſion to the laſt. 

Dear Jeſus, I beſeech you by that burning Zeal with 
which you {ought the Salvation of the Fews,enlighten my 
Underſtanding, inflame my Will, and influence my Words 
with ſuch Force and Energy, that piercing into the 
hearts of my Auditory, I may awake them out of that 
dangerous and ſoul-killing Lethargy too too many {ſleep 
in; by your bitter death and paſſion grant, that in the 
moſt terrible hour of death, on which depends the hap- 
pineſs or miſery of Eternity, the Enemy of Souls may 
never inſult over any one here, with a Prevalui adver- 
ſus eum. Thave got the Viitory, Plat. 12.v. 5. Thumbly 
beg it by the Interceſſion of your Virgia Mother, whom 
I lute with the Angel. Ave Maria, 8&c. 


Firſt Part, 


FF I ſhould accuſe any here of Imprudence in their tem- 
 poral Concernes, I were juſtly to be condemned of 
a raſh Imputation : You are all wiſe. For who of you 
has not the end of his employment lively fixt: before. his 
Eyes ? Whoprovides not-all necaffary means.? Who de- 
lays in the ſpeedy execution of them ? Who embraces not 
all opportunities of obtaining it ? Each ſtep you take ad- 
vances towards it. All your Study and Labours, your 
Care and Induſtry, your Thoughts in private, your Dil- 
courſes-in qt your Conferences with Þriends, your 
Vows in-the- day, your - Wakings. iwv the night, . meet 
here as in their beloved Center. After-this each motion of 
your Heart breaths, each aſpiration: of your Soul mounts 
. 'to this as to its ſphere of reſt. This raiſes the Scholarito 
a 
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2 Benefice,. brings the Lawyer to the Bar, enriches: the: 
Merchant with Treafures, advances the Courtier to the 
favour of his Prince, and crowns the Souldier with Lau- 
rels. Hence I accuſe my Chriſtian Few, my obſtinare 
Sinner. Why not ſo much diligence in the main point, 
in the moſt important affair, in that «zum neceſſarinm the 
eternal welfare of thy Soul? Why does not the great 
Maxime of Salvation, taught thee by the God of truth, 
Quid prodeſt, 8c. What doth it profit a Man, if he gain the 
whole world and ſuſtain. the damage of his Soul, taice up 
thy time but half as much, and dwell as near thy hearr. 
Obſtupeſcite Celi ſuper hos &: porie ejus deſolamini vehe= 
menter. Be aſtonied O heavens upon this, and O gates there- 
of be ye deſolate exceedingly. He knows that at the ſame 
time he ſins, he looſes the friendſhip of God, his-rizht to 
Heaven; and becomes-a miſerable Slave to Hell. And 
yet, becauſe Heaven does not conſume him with Fire, 
the Earth does not open and {wallow him alive, becauſe 
like a Baltazar, he 15 not ſummon'd from the midſt of his 
Pleaſures,to give a ſtrict account at the ſevere Tribunal of 
Divine Juſtice, he boaſts with the Wicked. Peccavi, er 
quid mihi accidit triſte. I have ſinned and what ſorrowful' 
z2hins hath befallen me, Eccl. chap. 5. v. 4. If you- tell 
him with the Wiſe Man, that delays are dangerous, and 
ſound in his Ear, Ne-differas de die in diem, &Cc. Slack not 
to be converted to our Lord, and defer not from day to day. 
For his Wrath ſhall come ſuddenly, and inthe time of V en- 
geance he will deſtroy thee, Thid wv. 8, 9. Send him a. Moſes 
toknow when he ſhall pray for him, and free him from 
the vexing Plagues of Sin, apporut me. when I ſhall pray 
for thee, Exod. chap. 6. v..9., And with the ſenſeleſs Pha- 


-rzo he-anſwers: Tomorrow Let a Jeſus inculcatea thou- 


land Videte's , watch, pray, 'yb# know not when the time ts, 


' you know neither the day nor - the hour, he anſwers, he is 


ſenſible enough of his: condition, - and would not for a 
thouſandWorlds die.in the ſtate helives in,and 1s reſolved 
| to-- 
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to repent when he comes to die ; for tobe ſaved it is not 

{o abſolutely neceſſary to live a holy Life, as to dye a holy 
Death; and fo eludes all the remorſes of his guilty and 
tortured Conſcience, puts off all the Graces and Divine * 
Inſpirations of God, that daily invite him to Repen- 
tance, with the unhappy Felix to St. Paul, Quod nune 
attinet, &c. For this time go thy way : but in time conve- 
nient Twill ſend for thee, Ads chap. 24.v. 25. He will 
make uſe of them another time, he will hear them when 
he is moreat leiſure, when he grows old he will 1zy all 
other concerns aſide, and attend wholly to the Salvati- - 
on of his Soul. Ts not this a Miracle ſufficient to aſto- 
niſh Heaven and Earth ? That a Man of reaſon, a Man 
that pretends to Chriſtianity, ſhould have ſo little ſenſe 
of his Eternal Happineſs, as to live as they did who are 
now damned,to-Feaſt, Drink, Sleep, and be Merry, as 

if he had not one Foot upon the very briak of Hell, but 
were on the Wings of a Seraphim, in his flight to the- 
Glory of Paradiſe ; that he ſhould have 1o little feeling 
of his only Soul, Unicam meam, as with the Epicure to 
think it to be only like Salt unto his Body, to keep it 
from ſtinking ? Pray tell me, what was the ruin of Pha- 
ra0 and the whole Kingdom of Egypt ? Was it not his. 
ſtubborneſs to the Calls of Heaven ? Hear the moſt elo- 
quent St. Ambroſe. Appoint me when ſays the God-like19- 
Zrand {cnſeleſs Pharao anſwers, To morrow:whereas preſs'd Cm" = 
by ſo great neceſſity he ought to defire hini to pray now,and not ws 1 
defer it,he anſwers to morrow.But this delay coft the lazy and "* *t jamoraret 
negligent Prince no leſs than the ruin and deſtruition of E- Fade" wy 
2ypt. What was the deſtruction of the famous Jeruſalem? ate, criefus &: 
Was it not becauſe ſhe was deaf to all the invitations of "/igers more 
her God ? Neither the Promiſes of 1/aiah, nor Prayers of 1797 792 
Jn nor Threats of Joel,nor ſo many Exhortations, atv. 

races and Miracles of the Son of. God himſelf could a- 
wake her. Our Bleſſed Saviour expreſſes the cauſe in a 
Flood of compaſſionate Tears. Es quid non cognoveris 
"= tempr's 


Phi! 
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Fempus viſitationis tue. Becauſe thou> haſt not. knewn the 
time of thy viſitation, St» Luke chap. 19. v. 44. Becauſe 
ſhe did no#hearken when called, repent when invited. 

For my part were I to write the cauſe of their  Dam- 
nation upon the Forehead of the Damned, T would uſe 
no other Inſcription then E? quid 107 cognoverint tem: 
pus, &C. Beeauf: they aid not know the time of their viſita- 
zi0n. All theſe ſuffer, and ſhall ſuffer in Hell for Eternity, 
becauſe they miſpent their time in this World,and did not 
make ule of Divine Grace when offered. There is not. 


. one of theſe but intended to ſave his Soul, as much as 


you do. Butalas! They deferred their Converſion too 
long, then went tobuy the Oyl of Mercy when ſhe had 
ſhut the Gates againſt them. E: quid non cognoverint 
tempus, &C. Becauſe they did not know the time of their Vi- 
ſitation. Do you not ? OAngel, that keepeſt the keys of 
Death and Hell, Claves mortis & Inferni, Apocal. chap. 
I. v. 16. open T beſeech you thoſe dark Abyſſes where 
all unfortunate Souls mult eternally dwell ; that with 
the Devout St. Berzard, we may deſcend in Contempla- 
tion to Hell whilſt we live,never to come there when we 
are dead. Unhappy Dives! Who ſtript thee of thy 
Silks and Purple? What brought thee into this place of 
torments'? What torments thee in theſe Flames ? Oh! 
I often heard aV nobis divitibus, Woe to you rich men, 


<4+3-V-19 St. Luke chap. 6. v. 24. Quorum Dens venter eſt, quorum 
finis interitus ? Whoſe God is their belly, whoſe end is deſtru- 


ion. Yet Tclad my ſelf in the richeſt Silks and Purples, 
eat and'drank of the moſt exquiſite Meats and choiceſt 
Wines I could 'get, I made my- Belly my God, and 


une my Youth in Mirth and Riot, till intending to' 
a 


ſt, cloath my ſelf with Aſhesand Sackloth, in my old 

age, and fave my Soul at laſt. But O! That ducurt is 

bonies dies ſuos &. in punity ad inferna deſcendunt. They 

lead their days in Wealth, and in a moment go down to 

Hell, was my unfortunate Exit, I ſtopt my Ears nn 
| calle 
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- called by the merciful admonitions of my God, deferred 
my-Pennance too long, and therefore hurried away by 

{1dden death,am buried, am buried in Hell. I ſee the once 

ſcorned Beggar in the boſom of delights, I beg of Father 
Abraham, not Oceans, nor Streams, but that the ulcerous 

Lazarus may only dip the tip of his Finger 'in Water to 

cool the unquenchable thirſt of my ſchorched Tongue, 

and can't obtain it. Alas! All the comfort Ireceive is a 
reproachful Recordare fili, &c. Remember Son that thou 

didſt receive good things inthy life time, &C. St. Luke ch. 

16.4.25. Tomitted, when offered, todrink of thoſe Wa- 

ters of Grace, which extinguiſh an eternal thirſt, and 
therefore, Crucior in hic flammi. T am tormented in this 

flame, Omiſerable young man ! What ſad Chance cur 

off thy bloomy days in their prime, and brought thee 

hither ? It was a Non-correſpondence to the Admoniti- 

ons of his Friends, Suggeſtions of his good Angel, and 

Graces of Almighty God, which {ſo often with an Ado: 

leſcens tibi dico ſurge. Young man, I ſay to thee ariſe, 

St. Luke ch. 7. v. 14. calld upon him to forſake that 

lewd Company, fly thoſe occaſions of Sin, and ſave him- 

ſelf withLozz from the flames of Sodom.But he heard them 

not, he thought ſome liberty might be given to Youth, in- 

tending when the heat and fervour of that was over, to 

become a Joſeph in the victories of Chaſtity, ſo goes on, 

ſpends his ftrengthand eſtate too Prodigal-like ,, vivendo 

Inxurioſs. But alas! before he could return to the all- 
pardoning embraces of his Heavenly Father, a burning 

Feaver enkindled by the damnable Flames of Luſt, poſts 

him unexpeCtedly into another World of the ſame tem- |. , 

per, Hell. For the luftful flames of this life lead us down xm ray. 
ro the burning fire of that Furnace, Poor unfortunate ircendium, ad 
young Woman ! How came you into theſe Shades affn——_— 
horror ? She weeps; {hameand Confuſion will not per- ;. 16-or. te- 
mither to ſpeak. She often heard from her heavenly ub. Ep5533: 
Spouſe a Vides haze mulierem? Do you ſee this Woman ? 

'B a | She 
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She followed Magdalen the Sinner, but neglefed to imi-- 
tate Magdalen the Penitent, till the time of Repentance 
was elapſed, and therefore ſhe weeps, and ſhall weep. 
eternally, but never hear a remittuntur tibs peccata tra. 
Thy Sins. are forgiven thee. Unbelieving Soul ! What ſhut 
thee out of Heaven; and condemned thee to an everla- 
ſting death ?: Want of true Faith, I often heard a ſecret 
voice in my Soul tell me, that there was but oze Lord, 
one Faith, and one Baptiſm, St. Paul to the Epheſ. chap. 
4. and conſequently among lo many Contraditory Re- 
ligions, all could not be true ways to Salvation. I al. 
ways thought that to be the true Church, which by 
clear Texts of Scriptures, Authority of general Councils, 
Sentences of Holy Fathers, and a never interrupted Suc- 
ceſſion of Supream Paſtors, could prove its ſelf to have 
theMarks of Chriits true Church,as to be Oze, Holy;C atho- 
lick and Apoſtolick... Tthought that infallibly mult be the 
true Church of Chriſt, which notwithſtanding all the 
Attempts and Perſecutions of Schiſm, Hereſie, and Hell, 
was yet viſible, and could ſhew it had maintained its Do- 
Qrine in-its Primitive Purity, and taught now the ſame 
that Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught. But whether I were 
a Member of this Church or no, I omitted (through too 
much love of the World, and deſire of Liberty) to in- 
quire, and therefore dying out of its Communion, out. 
of which there is no Salvation, eternally. periſhed. 

' Thus it will happen to all, who refuſe to anſwer when 
m_ arg A God calls. . Therefore, Wh:1ſt you have the light, believe 
rh" in the light, that you may be the children of light. The un-- 


Aite in lucem 


«t fhi licisfj- believing Soul, if he will be ſaved, muſt bottom himſelf 
#::,51-70.c.12- on true Faith. Ergo, Therefore if fo day you bear his. 
Hodie f wocem Doice, do not harden your hearts. The obſtinate Sinner if 
js #udieritis he will be faved, muſt anſwer when God calls. Did I 


nolire obdurare fy today ? Oh let it be this very moment, before you 


roraa weſre. 


depart from the Chappel, before you go home, and it- 
will be the beginning'of your eternal happineſs; and 
thus I conclude my firft Pont. Second 


\ 


(1) 
Second Part. 


HE moſt deluding Fallacy on which the obdurate 
Sinner builds the delay of his Converſion, is a 
pretumptive confidence in the Mercies of Almighty God, 
4o much the more treacherous and deceitful , becauſe it 
carries an outward ſhew of Vertue. St. Chry/oſfom on 
the ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians, takes him to task, 
and thus diſcourſes. Dizcis, ſays he, Aliz mali fuerunt, 
& ſatvi fafti ſunt, dabit & mihi ſpatium penitentie. O- 
thers were bad and areſaved 5 David was an Adulterer, 
Rzxchens a Publican, Saul a Perlecuter, and Magdalen a 
Sinner, and he will give me time to repent, So they. 
ſpeak who fin with confidence, and, as Tertullian 
ſaid, are bad becauſe God is good. The Saint replies 
and asks. Azwvere dabit ſpatium penitentie? Fortaſſe, in- 
quis, dabit. But will he really give you time to repent ? 
Perchance, ſay you, he will. The Saint urges very 
home. Dicis fortaſſe * memento quod de anima loqueris. 
Do you ſay perchance ? Remember that you ſpeak of your 
Soul. Tn a buſineſs of ſo great concern, then which no 
man has, or can have agreater, do you proceed with the 
uncertainty of a perchance ? When with ſo much Faci- 
lity you may put your ſelf almoſt in ſecurity of your Sal- 
vation ? You never admit of theſe doubts or uncertainties 
in the meaneſt atfairs of the World.. Nay, is your 
Friend condemned by ſome unfortunate accident to the 
fatal ſtroak of death, doyou not uſe all poſiible care, 
all imaginable means, do you not imploy all your in- 
tereſt and Forces, to repeal the Sentence, to obtain his 
pardon ? Why then mult only the buſineſs of your eter- 
nal Salvation be managed with the uncertainty.-of time, 
which is not in your power.. Fortafſe dabit. And how 
numerous are they to whom God has not given time to 


provide for the main concern, and yet theſe very men had. 
continuals 
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continually in their Mouths. Fortaſſe dabit. Perchance 
he will give us time to repent ; they ſpent their days in 
Feaſting, and lived pleaſantly. Ir's true, ſays St. Auguſtin, 
andTerr if you do not find written. in the Goſpel, with 
the Golden Characters of Light and Truth, that God 
promiſes pardoz to all Sinners that repent : But though 
you had a hundred thouſand eyes, you will never. find 
regiſtred by the Pen of God, in any page of the ſacred 
Volumes, that he has promiſed a Sinner zimze to repert. 
Nemo ergo ſibi promittat quod Evangelinm non promittit. ' 
Let no man therefore promiſe himſelf that which the 
Goſpel does not promiſe. St. Auguſtin, De verbis Do- ' 
mine, Ser. 16. 

But ſay what I will, my .Chriſtian Few is become a 
Rabbi in the Synagogue of the Qbſtznate. He tells me with 
his confederates in 1/aiah. Percufſtmus fadus cum morte & 
cum Inferno fecimus pattum, Iſaiah 28: 15, He has made a 
truce with Death, and ſtruck- up a bargain with Hell. 
What? That Death ſhall notſeize upon you unprovided ? 
That it ſhall give you time by a perfe&t contrition and 
{ſorrow for your . Sins to reconcile your ſelf to Almighty 
God, to arm your ſelf with the rites of the Church 
for that dangerous paſſage, that your death ſhould be all 
mild, all pleaſant, altmelodious and joyful, that happy, 
as old Simeo,you ſhall cloſe your Eyes with Jeſus in your 
Arms,and depart in peace,finging a Nunc dmittis ſervum 
tuum Domine,&c.Now thou doſt diſmiſs,O Lord,thyServant 
according to thy word in peace, becauſe mine eyes have ſeen 
thy Salvation, St. Luke ch. 2% And we have made a bargain 
with Hell, That you ſhall be free from all temptations, 
that the Devils ſhall not moleſt you, that Hell ſhall not 
devour you? But you have cheated your ſelf, as all the 
Adverfaries of Vertue and Truth always do, either 1gno- 

rantly,or willtuly taking a Sentence,and not- minding the 

Context. Had you read on, you had found a Salve to 

that damnable errour in the -ſame place. Er delebitnr 

| fedus 
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fedus veſtrum cum morte, Tiaiah the 5. ch. 14.0. &c. And 
your league with death ſhall be aboliſhed, and your «ovenant 
with Hell ſhall not ſtand. But above all, methinks that 
terrible Ego vado queretis me & inpecrato veſtro moriemi- 
x, $t. Joh. 8: ch. 21.0. TI go, you ſhall ſeek me, and ſhall 
die in your ſin, Threatned by our Bleſſed Saviour to the 
Fews, ſhould ſtrike a terror into the moſt obdurate Sin- 
ners. There will be thena time for certain, when you 
ſhall ſeek God and not find him,when you ſhall call upon 
him and not be heard.The darkneſs of approaching death 
will hide him from your ſight,and you that have not found 
him by the lights he gave you in your life, will certainly 
never find himin the ſhades of death. Ina word, that 
Sinner ſeeks Chriſt, but finds him not, who repents too 


ble Bede. Continue your favourable attention and I 


will prove it. qu in peccate 
The lamentations of the Spouſe in the Caxticles, be- /#2 prmanet 
uſyue ad mor- 


cauſe ſhe could not find her beloved are certain, the cauſe ;;;. 


uncertain.Qzeſivi in leFulo meo quem diligit anima mea, & 
non invent, Cant.ch.z. I have # rs in my little bed whon 
my Soul loveth,and have not found him. To omit other the 
reaſon in my opinion, why ſhe could not find him,may be, 
becauſe ſhe only ſought him in the bed of Sickneſs, when 
the darkneſs of death grew thick upon her,becauſe theSun 
of Juſtice ſeldom or never enlightens thoſe horrid ſhades: 
with the rays of Mercy. That is, you that expeCt to 
find God mercifal on your death-bed , will be deceived. 
In vain you expect the health of your Soul; among the 
mortal diſtempers of your Body, It is in vain to think 
to gain Eternity in a moment. It is'in vain to cover” 
your ſelf with the Aſhes of Pennance, when the Duſt of 
your Sepulchre is-near. In vain do your: eyes pour- out: 


{calding Tears, when a cold ſweat of Death runs down: 


your Cheeks. Your ſighs are illtim'd for Pennance,when 


you groan for life. What force can Pennance have in ſuch - 
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male querere in 
late, that is, lets Death ſurprize him in Sin, ſays Venera- 24ccars ſuo mo- 
; , T1, Of in pecca- 
zo ſuo morietur, 
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_ a weakneſs of Members? What fruits can ſhe produce, 


planted in the Aſhes of a Carcaſs. Vertues will nor 
grow in a heart void of natural heat and ſtrength. Wo 
then to the Soul that only ſeeks her Spouſe on her Death- 
bed. Andwo to thee, ſtubbornSinner,that only beg'tt mercy 
when thy gaſping Soul hangs upon thy dying lips. 

I do not intend to condemn the Pennance of many 
in their laſt Agony ; perchance by labouring in the laſt 
hour of the day, they may deſerve their penny and re- 
ceive the reward of Glory. But I muſt tell you, that all 
the holy Fathers look upon it as infirm, prefumptive and 
to be ſuſpeted. St. Axg. affirms it to be very unſure and 
of little value. We may be ſo fortunate as to find mercy at 
the laſt hour: but it is a moit dangerous ſecurity we promiſe 
our ſelves in the laſt day. For it does not often happen 
that he that has lived a Fool all his life, becomes. a Wiſe 
man at his death. And can there be a greater Fool than 
he who commits his eternal concerns to a dying life ? 
Not a feeble but ſtrong Voice is requiſite to plead a bu- 
ſineſs of that Importance; it demands a weeping Eye 
not a dyingone ; exaQtsa grieving Soul,nota dead body. 
Becauſe ſays St. Aug. Szrm. 66. de remp. Parum eſt pecca- 
tori penitere niſi peritentiam peregerit. It little avails « 
ſinner to repent, unleſs he perform his Pennance. Becauſe 
as we eſteem not the Tree, but the Fruit, nor is the Plant 
commendable that renders no Fruit to the Gardiner, ſo 
Almighty God values not a fruitleſs Sorrow or barren' 
Repentance. - Our Saviour and 'St. John cexclaim, 
Ficite fruttus dignos penitentiz. Yield fruits worthy of 
Pennance, St. Luke ch. 3. v. 9. But in ſuch anguiſh of 
Soul,in ſuch pain of body,in a head full of other concerns, 
-in a diſtracted mind, in a heart not only barren of good 
deeds, but holy thoughts, what Fruits can Pennance pro- 
duce? And will you yet defer your Converſion ? Do you- 
know it ? He that procraſtinates in an affair of that Impor- 
tance, conteſts with his everlaſting ruin, Pennance is 
a 
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a traffick you may. purchaſe ableſſed Eternity withBut whois 
that ſlothful and unfortunateServant that hid it under ground? 
It is you thatdiffer your Converſion, and think to doPennance 
in the end of your Life. You will be numbred among the foo- 
liſh Virgins t' at repenred too late; &c. therefore Clanſa eſt 
Janus; weſcio vos. The gate is ſhut; I know you not. 

But you think to deceive God, and rob him of Paradiſe, as 
the good Thief did on the Crofs,reſerving for your laſt breath, 
a Domine memento mei, %C. Lord remember me when you ſhall 
come into your Kjngdom. As if this were the form of a Sacra- 

- ment that operates independently of the Merits of the Mini- 
ſer, and in vertue of this, you were to do preſently what you 
fay, and Chriſt were ſuddenly to anſwer you with a Hodze 
mecum eris in Paradiſo. This day thou ſhalt be with me in Para- 
diſe. The Divine St. Aug. condemns you of a pernicious er- 
rour. Ad emendands crimina vox penitentis ſola non ſufficit, 
nam ad ſatisfattionem ingentium peccatorum non verba tautum 
{ed opera queruntur. Ser. 1.de p#n. To the amendment of our 
Crimes the voice of the Penitent alone is not ſufficient, fir to 

* the {atisfaFtion of great ſins, not words but works are required. 
What? Are the inveterate fins-of your obſtinate Soul ſo ma- 
ny flames that can be blown out with a gentle ſigh? Are 
they Spots that can be waſht away witha Tear? Are they 
Wounds, are they Ulcers that can be cured-with the Divine 
Inchantment of four Words. Domine,Domine aperi nobis.Lord 
open the gate- Sothat at your command Heaven Gates ſhall 
fly open, and your Soul be received in Triumph ? Ad /atis- 

faitionem, &c. And if you are not able to fatisfy for your 

fins in that weak condition, how is it poſlible for you to 0- 

vercome an army of Sins now in poſſeſfon of your Soul ? How 
will you conquer thoſe Legions of Devils that lye encamped 
round about to defend it ? Good Ged / Thoſe fins that fo 

many Preachers thundring the Judgments of the Almighty a- 

ainſt thee, could not drive out ! thoſe ſins that the Sword 
of Juſtice hanging every moment over thy head, could not 
diſlodge! Thoſe (ins that the fear of Hell fire could not van- 


quiſh, ſhall they now be conquered by a feeble Pennance, 
"A without 
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without Armes, without Forces, ' and as dead as thy dying 
Body ? What ſhall I ſay but exclaim with the Divine St. Ax- 
guſtin. Þ enitentia que a moriente tanium petitur, timeo ne & 
ipſa moriatur. That Pennance which a dymg Man only begs to 
do, I am afraid it will die. T fear ſhe will be defeated, I fear 
ſhe will die ; andas the Body becomes a ſpoil to the Vifto- 
ries of Death,. ſo ſhe will fall a Victim of Sin, and a Prey to 
the Devils. . Therefore if you intend to become viftorious in 
the laſt and terrible battel, why do you not quicken your 
Pennance with the vigour of Youth, arm it with the Wea-_ 
pons of Mortification, and curbing your unbridled Paſſions, 
ſtrengthen it with noble Refolutions, and the powerful afſt- 
ſtance of Chriſtian Vertues ? Aſſure your ſelf a dying Age 
will never prove the fruitful Parent of a vitorious Pennance. 
Penitentia que a moriente tantum petitur, &C.. | 

You then, O holy Penitent, and moſt bright mirrour of 
Pennance, O holy Magdalen, teach my Auditory what time 
you obſerved to hear thoſe moſt comfortable words, Remit- 
tuntur tibi peccata tua. Perchance you expected your lips 
ſhould wither, beforeyou fix'd thoſe chaſt kiſles on the Feet 
of Jeſus. You waited perchance for death to break your 
| Body, before you broke open your Box of Perfumes to an- 
be io/s ſo ad NON his Divine Feet. You ſtaid perchance for old age to 
hoc reſervavit, rob you of thoſe charming Locks, before you- offered them 
[f in fine vite to your dear Lord, to infnare him in your love. You demur- 
Ever. fd dum Ted perchance till your ſins left you, that you might run to 
[{dbuc peccare God, Ut cognovit. Chriſtian Auditory. Ut cogyovit. As ſoon 
| PT. as ever ſhe underſtood that her Heavenly Phyſitian was at 
| Keekes di. . hand, preſently, without any delay, changing her ſinful - 
ſþpztrere, #2 i]- boldneſs into a fruitful confidence, ſhe entred where he was, 
In; = p94 won and proftrate at his Divine Feet, the Pillars of a »oz plus ul- 
lefires ſubrra tra, to her wicked life, pleaded her pardon with the ſilent 
j 4+ % groans of a contrite heart, and drown'd herins in a Sea of 
[re mervir, Tears... Ut cognovit. As ſoon as ever ſhe knew. Therefore, Que- 
od i owni® pize Dominum dum inveniri poteſt. Seek the Lordawhilſt he may 
If 9d ng be found. Now, this day, this moment.. When he calls you, 
\ler.57.de P<r. when he offers you his Grace, when he expects your _ 
l; O- 
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Do not defer till the night of Death ſurpriſe you. Yexir 20x 
quando nemo poteſt operari. The night comes when no man can ' 
Wing It will then be too late, You'll ſeek your Saviour but 
not find him. ZE ix peccato, &c. And then you'll dic in your fin. 
Another reaſon which renders thy repentance almoſt im- 
poſſible, is thy cuſtom of finning, which once having got 
poſſeſſion of thy Soul, is hardly rooted out. Becauſe, ſays St. 
Aug. Conſuetuao eft quedam habituata natura. Cuſtom is a ſe- 
cond nature. And Seneca anſwers thee, Thet when thy Vices 
are become thy Manners, there is no place for a remedy. Tunc 
deſinit eſſe remedio locus, ubi que fuerint vitia mores fiuht. You 
read a itrange example of this in the third Book of Kings, 
13 chap. King Feroboamyby his frequent Idolatry, was become 
harder to the voice of God then the Stones he adored. The 
. Prophet Semeia, by Divine order, goes to him, and finds him 
ſtanding upon the Altar, but directs his Embaſſy to the Al- 
tar not to the King. Altar, Altar. St. Chryſoſtom aſtoniſh'd 
hereat, asks him. Cam lapide verbafacis? O Man of God, 
what do youdo ? Do you think God has givea the Marble 
ears to hear your voice? Is your Tongue an Inſtrument of 
ſteel, that can imprint upon it the Charafter of your words? - 
Certainly upon this Altar you ſacrifice your Words to the 
Winds. Why do you not ſpeak to the King who willingly 
hears you ? Every one will judge you a mad Man, to treat 
Stones as Men, and Men as Stones. *Do you think the King 
will not give you audience ? Much leſs will the Stones re- 
turn you an anſwer. If the one will not hear what you ſay, 
do you believe the other will execute your Commands ? © If 
Feroboam has not ears tohear you, much leſs has the Marble 
Capacity to underſtand you. But it was not fo. For the Pro- 
phet found more hardneſs in the ſtubborn-heart of the obſti- 
nate King, than in the ſenſeleſs Stone ; and his voice which 
was not heard by the one was obey d by the other, opening 
 1ts Bowels, and delivering out the commanded Victim, in 0- 
bedience to the ſame voice the ſtubbornKing ftopt hisEars to. 
Etiam quando rex minus compos eſt ſenſuum quam lapis, & au- 
divit lapis, ipſe lapis in falſe diffrattus eft, & viltiman 
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effudit, homo ille non audivit. St.Chryſ.In proem.in Iſaiah. This 
we ſee daily,and lament. How many Preachers by Sermons, 


Exhortations,and yu Diſcourſes, tell the obſtinate and habi- 


tual Sinner, the danger he is in by delaying his Converſion. 
They propoſe to hint the patience of his God, his frequeot in- 
vitations torepentance,his threats,his promiſes, his rewards, his 
puniſhments, nothing moves him. Percuſſifti eos & nou dolu- 
erunt, Tays Feremiah of the obſtinate. Thou haſt ſtricken 


them and they have-not grieved, chap. 5. In vain does Heaven' 


uniſh here, invain do you propoſe divine Benefits. - Ipſe fue- 
ans rebelles lumini. They were rebellious to the Lage fs 
Job of the ſame,. ch. 54. A curſed habit of Sinning has ren-- 
red thy-heart more hard thanthe very Stones. 

The Divine. St. Fg. has a gentile refleftion upon three 
Dead, raiſed by our Bleſſed Saviour. "The Prince of the Syna- 
gogues Daughter dies. The Heavenly Phyſitian only takes 
her by the hane, not ſo much to feel the motion of her Pulſe, 
as to give it ; bids her riſe,and ſhe returns to Life. The Wid-- 
dows Son of Nazm, interpreted the City of Beauties, dies in 
the flower of his Youth, and Jeſus meets the diſconſolate 
Widdow at the City Gates, calls the young man- with an 
Adoleſcens tibi dico ſurge, and in obedience to the command 
he ſtands up alive, and Jeſus dries up the Tears of the aflited 
Mother with the joyful ſight ofher raiſed Son. Lazarus dies 
and is buried, and Chriſtistroubled, .ſighs for grief , breaks- 
out into Tears, groans, and with a loud cry calls him, Ls- 
Zare, vent foras. Lazarus, come forths And thus he reſcues 
him from the Jaws of death, and brings him alive from the 
Sepulchre. But what ſort of death is this, my dear Jeſus,that 
will not give Lazaras the light of life, unleſs. your all en- 
lightening Eyes ſet in a Sea of grief? That will not open 
the Grave and give up-her dead, unleſs you open your Sacred 
Mouth to groans-?* That will ſee you, Author of all Joy, full 
of all ſadneſs, before-ſherejoice the SpeQtators with their rai- 
fed Friend. Why-was there not need of this in the others? 
Whence this novelty ? St. Aug.anſwers the'query. Becauſe 
in the young Perſons was expreſſed a Sin newly. committed; 
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not ſo much, out of Malice as Frailty. But this ſignifies a ha- 
bit of ſinning. Cum conſuetudinis male quaſi mole terrena pre- 
mitur animus, quaſi in S-pulchro jam putet. When the Soul is 
oppreſſed by a bad habit, as with a heap 'of Earth,it corrupts as it 
were in her Sepulcher. And therefore the voice of our Saviour 
was ſufficient alone to raiſe the Firſt; But here Fremnit in 
Spirits, & rurſus infremuit, & deinde magna wore exclama- 
vit, Lazare veni foras. He groaned in Spirit, and groas'd a= 
gain, and then be cyy d out with 4 great woice, Lazarus come 
forth. To demonſtrate how difficult a thing it is for a Sin. 
ner to be Converted, and do Pennance at the hour of his 
Death. Tt is a ſtrange obſervation of St. Ferome- upon the 
Epiſtle of St. Paul, where mention is-made of the- general 
Judgment. At the firſt ſound of the Angelicab Trumpet, 
which muſt ſummonall Men to the vale'of Fo/aphar, the dead 
will preſently ariſe and prefent themſelves: - But to the lis 
ving which remain-on eatth, .the voice of the: Archangel 
will not be enough, the voice and command of - God muſt 
be added» What means this? That itis eaſier to raiſe a dead 
man to life, than Convert an obſtinate Sinner. This will 
ſooner come from his Grave, than that will leave his wick- 
, ed life. This will ſooner awake from the ſleep of death, 
than that will riſe from-the Lethargy of Sin. And God is 
ſooner heard in Graves than in Towns and Cities. 

But my obſtinate Sinner iN replies, that the mercies of 
God are above all his Works. - That he will not the death 
of a Sinner, but rather that he be converted and live. - That 
his Mercies have moſt of all trumphed in the: hour of death. 
He has invited, even then, the worft of Sinners to pardon. 
Manaſſes after a.wicked life,” became a Penitent. He invited: 
Fudas with a kiſs of Peace, and faved a Thief on the Croſs. 
Ir's very true, but here lies an:errour that. has Peopled Hell. 
Are you ſure, or do you only hope that he will invite you? 
Vix dici” poteſt, ſays St. Aug. quantos hec inanis ſpei umbra. 
deceperit. It can hardly be expreſſed how many this ' empty ſb» 
dow of vain hope has deluded. Serm. 1co. de temp. "This it 
was that ruined Judas and made him d«x eorum qui compre» 
hendes - 
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' henderunt Tſum. Captain of them that apprehended Jeſus. And 
whence _ bolineſs uch id pe heart in Je poltle, 
a worker of Miracles,who had lived three years in the School 
and Company of Chriſt ? St. Chry/oftom found the Origin 
and diſcovered it for the Inſtruction and Corre&ion of the 
like to him. Confidebat niminm in lenitate 'Magiftri , que res 
illum magis confudit, & omni venia privavit. He confided too 
much in the Meckneſs of his Maſter, which did more confound 
him, and deprive him of all pardon. The {weet behaviour of 
Chriſt to him, which ought to have made him love him more 
dearly, rendred him odious and deſpicable. He never ſaw him 
hurt any one, but'do good to all, and therefore he betray'd 
him, becauſe he did not fear him, but vainly confided in his 
Mercy. And tho' Manaſſes clos'd his wicked life with a peni- 
tent death ; yet his graceleſs Son Ammon following the vi- 
cious ſteps of his Father died as he lived. Nor muſt you urge 
tha example of the good Thief. For1n the day the Son ofGod 
died to redeem man, ſome extraordinary priviledge might be 
granted. But turn from the right hand to the lett, it-isa ſhort 
paſſage, and you willſee, that tho' he was converted and ſa- 
ved, yet his Companion, and a thouſand of the ſtanders by, 
died as they lived. Thisthen is an error the blind may ſee 
palmed on yourſelf, not upon God. Þor he proteſts -by the 
mouth of the Wiſeman, Prov. 1. That hecalled, and you re- 
fuſed, you deſpiſed his Counſels, neglected his reprehenſions, 
and therefore he will laugh in . your deſtruttion, and ſcorn 
when tribulation and diſtreſs ſhall come upon you. They, 
ſays he,rhey ſhall invocate me, ani T will not hear them. Ohdear 
Sinner! Whata terrible menace 1s this toa poor- Soul, to be 
forſaken at the laft, and caſt off by Almighty God. 

But he hasEyes and will notſce,Ears and will not hear,Feet 
and will not walk. He has affeCtedly lulled his Conſcience a- 
ſleep with the drunkenneſs of his fins, the Trumpet of Death 
and Judgment cannot rouze him ; and he intends to awake 
at-his death, and live to heayen, who \ living was dead to 
Grace. Would you know what bezomes of him? A Meſſage is 
diſpateh'd, for Mercy has given him over, 'and Juſtice will 
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no longer indure him ;/perchance the fame that was brought 
to King Ezechiasion; hisiSick-bed-' Difpone domus tue; quia 
morieris tu & non vives. Take order with thy houſe, for thou 
ſhalt die, and ſhalt wot live, Iſa. ch. 38. v. 1. A diftemper ſei- 
ſes him, he 1s carried to his Bed, his affrighted Friends run to 
his aid, with weeping Eyes they beg of him. Now, for Now 
is the tume, or Newvey, to think on his Soul, to' repent and re- 
concile himſelf to God, they mind him with moſt earneft in- 
treaties, of his ſo often repeated promiles, I will, I will, when 
T come to dye. And. what does this deluded Soul anſwer ? 
Thanks be to God he 18 not fo ill as to think himſelf at that 
point, in that extremity as they Imagin, who wou'd have 
him die before his time, or modeſtly to hinder them from re- 
peating what he would not hear, he gives his Friends many 
thanks in very obliging terms, and ſays he will do it fpeedily 
as{oon as the dulneſs of his head clears up, the pain at his hearr 
relents, which fat preſent hinder him from performing any 
thing, with the ſeriouſneſs a buſineſs of that importance re- 
quires. Jeſus! As he ſpoke he fell out of his Senſes, he has loſt his | 
{peech, his eyes are ſet in his head, he breaths no more, he is 
ead. A puniſhment juſtly due to the merits of his Crime, that 
he wholiving never raiſed his Eyes to Heaven to deſire it,dy- 
ing ſhould not caft them down on hell to fear it, who living 
never thought on God, dying ſhould forget himſelfI am forry 
I can't comfort his ſad and afficted Friends with a Requieſcat 
in pace-The Lords peace be with him. The Antiphon that Lwou'd 
have Sung before and after every FuneralPſalm, ſhou'd be that 
moſt true Sentence of St. Aug. It 35 the puniſhment of every fin- 
ner, that he forget himſelf when he comes to dye, who whilſt he- 
lived was forgetful of God. | 
Chriftian Auditory. You are all created.to eternal happi- 
nels, all born'to Immortal Glory, and conſequently you have 
all Souls to fave. But qui fecit te ſine te, lays St. dup, non ſalva- 
bit te ſine te. . He that made you without you, will not ſave you 
without yor. Your concurrance with the grace and calls of Al. 
mighty God, is of neceſſity to Salvation. If you have been e- 
vercalled and negleQed it, how do you know you ſhall ever 
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Tpſe #utem wul- 
merarus oft prop- 
fer ſcelera no- 
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( 24) 
be called again- If you have not been yet called,perchance the 
firſt is the laſt. You have ſeen what fad and: lamentable ends 
have attended the Delayers. I have ſhewn the ſtubborn Sinner 
how difficult a thing it is to do Pennance inthe laſt hour,and 
laid down. the realon too,of the lad Exie of one of thyCompa- 
nions- And will-nothing-move thee ?. Will nothing.mollity 
thy {trong heart?Comealong withme totheThrone cfMercy. 
It t can't convince thee, le try art leaſt ifT can confound thee. 
Let's goto Mount Calvary. With your leave Bleſſed Virgin, 
room Courteous Souldiers Devout Magdalen you have 
heard already an all-pardoning Remittantur tibi, &c. Thy ſins 
are forgiven Thee. Call up thy Eyes then, Q Sinner, and look if 


thou canſt for ſhame. It 1s thy God that thought himſelf miſe- 


rable unleſs thou wert happy; who after three and thirty years 
Preaching, Sweat, and Labour for thy ſake, died that thou 


.mayeſt live eternally. He:is naked to cloath thee with the 


Robes of Immortality, He bows his Sacred head to give thee 
a kiſs of Peace, he ftretcheth forth his arms to embrace thee, 
he has his ſide pierced to apen thee a paſſage to' his heart to 


ſhew he loves thee 3 he is crowned with Thorns to Crown 


thee witha Diadem of Immortal Glory. Thoſe Wounds 
from Head to Four are thy Sins. He has made a Bath of his 
Pretious blood to heal them. Thoſe wounds are ſo many to- 
kens of his bleeding love. Thoſe wounds are ſo many elo- 
quent mouths that cry to thy ſtony .heart, repentance, repenr 
tance. But T have ſomething more to fay., for thy God does 
yet more. He has written thee with wounds in his hands, 
For he cannot forget thee, with theſe he pleads thy cauſe in 
Heaven to his eternal Father. I hear the holy Spirit with un- 
ſpeakablegroans cry out forMercy.And does notthis melt thee 
into Sorrow and Compaſſion? Art thou not yet a Penitent ? 
T leavethee then'toplead thy own cauſe at t e molt ſevere 
Tribunal of Divine Juſtice. But yov, O Father of Mercies, 
by the bitter death and paſſion of your molt bleſſed: Son, 
grant that ſo ſad and lamentable an end may never happen 
-toany one here. 1s nomine Patris, &c, Amen. 


FINTIS. 


